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restore the Stuarts on Anne's death is too big a question to be discussed here
except in the briefest possible way. It was evident to the Tories that they could
hope for few favours when the Hanoverian George was placed upon the throne: St
John himself had made that impossible by the tactless letter which he had sent in
Anne's name to his future sovereign when a request was made that his son, created
Duke of Cambridge in 1711, should receive a writ of summons to the House of
Lords. There is no doubt, too, that both Harley and St John had been in com-
munication with "James III.;" but, on the other hand, it is doubtful whether they
entertained any serious hope of bringing back a man who, to his honour, refused to
abandon his faith, and would only give the most guarded assurances of protection
to the Church of England. While there were thoroughgoing Jacobites within
the Tory party, men who would have welcomed " James III." back uncondition-
ally, the bulk of the Tories were staunch Church of England men, and as long
as the Stuart claimant remained in communion with the Church of Rome they
would refuse him (somewhat reluctantly perhaps) their support. St John knew
the character of his own party, and in the negotiations which he conducted with
" James III." he insisted upon him renouncing Catholicism; and when his terms
were refused he must have found himself in a state of pathetic impotence.
In a letter written to Swift on 3rd August 1714, he said: " Oxford (Harley) was
removed on Tuesday, the queen died on Sunday. What a world this is ! And
how does fortune banter us ! "